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WE vj-ere enabled last month to 
lay oefore our readers, in a note, 
^0 account of the. armistice concluded 
between Bonaparte and the Archduke 
Charles, on the lath of July, after 
the battle of Wagiam. Since then 
all hostile operations, in that quarter, 
have been suspended ; and though we 
may suppose that the terms of a 
treaty between such unequal par- 
ties would speedily be arranged, we 
riave no authentic intelligence that 
it has yet actually been concluded. 



We havenow commenced operations 
on a large scale upon another jXlrt of 
the Continent ; an expedition co'Sistinjr, 
navy and army, ol more tha/'M>00<> 
men, having sailed for the oV 5 '- of Hol- 
land. The principal enf proposed 
bv ministry is, the permanent occu- 
pation of 'the islands Composing the 
Province of Zealand md a less im- 
portant object is t* capture pf the 
enemy's ships in «f* Scheldt, and the 
destruction of f " a ™ 1 arsenals in 
the citv of W^P- We ll ' ln % with 
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the exception of the ships, which may 
be taken or destroyed by great ex- 
ertion, and without any Basque Roads' 
calculation of the loss and extreme risk 
that must be incurred, that none of 
tbe other objects can be accomplish- 
ed. '1 he attack upon Antwerp would 
now be almost hopeless from the time 
that has elapsed since the enemy 
■were aware of our design, and the 
number of troops they have conse- 
quently drawn together for its de- 
fence ; and when the. capture of Flush- 
ing &c. where little resistance was 
expected, has cost so much, we will 
hardly now encounter the more for- 
midable means prepared to defend 
Antwerp, which is of so much greater 
importance. 

As to the permanent occupation of 
\yalcheren and the other islands lying 
In the mouth of the Scheldt, we real. 
ly conceive it unnecessary to enlarge 
«n the improbability of- our being 
able to keep possession of them, far- 
ther than to state tuat they are sur- 
rounded by narrow channels imprac- 
ticable to ships of war, and must 
therefore be defended by boats and 
troops, of which assuredly Bonaparte 
can furnish more on those shores than 
we, even should the ice in a severe 
•winter not allow him a passage ; and 
ve need not entertain a doubt, but 
that he will make use of all the re- 
sources of his empire to expel us from 
his near neighbourhood. 

Some of our troops from Sicily have 
made a descent upon and ■ taken a 
small island in the bay of Naples; 
and we hear of others made on dif- 
ferent parts of the Neapolitan coast, 
with the additional circumstance, that 
multitudes of the natives are flocking 
to join the English standard. This 
latter part we do not believe ; they 
could only expect from us to be re- 
turned under the dominion of Fer- 
dinand IV. which they don't desire, 
•while from Joachim, their present mas- 
ter, they may at Iea?.t expect to be 
put on a footing with the inhabitants 
of the Papal states, lately joined to 
their country by. Bonaparte, and who 
are now enjoying some • advantages 
from the change. 

We consider it as the most un- 
promising circumstance belonging to 



the present war, that Bonaparte com- 
bats u,s with one species of warfare, 
to which our government seems to 
have an insuperable aversion. Unfor- 
tunately this man commenced his ca- 
reer in a period of reform, whett 
men's eyes were opened" to abuses 
which they had long felt, and their 
reverence abated for old institutions 
become destructive of public happiness. 
He joined with ardour in the plan to a- 
meliorate the condition of his coun- 
try ; and though the imbecility and 
wickedness of a few, \ed afterwards 
to his assumption of a power incon- 
sistent with political liberty, yet he 
was hot 1 thereby 'deprived either of 
the power to see, or the will' to exe- 
cute schemes of substantial reform, both 
in his owrt and in those countries that 
have successively fallen under his in- 
fluence. In this view of him he has 
been peculiarly formidable to the 
Continental governments, who in the 
hour of danger have found their peo- 
ple hesitating and doubtful, whether the 
advantages to be derived from a new 
master might not overbalanced their 
preient condition, even superadding 
the attachment which must naturally 
be felt for a long' established order 
of things. Our ministry seem to look 
on him with contempt as a reformer, 
confident in the purity of our insti- 
tutions, and the equal rights and li- 
berty enjoyed by all tbe subjects of 
these realms ; and although eager to 
right him in every other possible way, 
they refuse absolutely to enter the 
lists as reformers of either tbe real 
or imaginary abuses of our constitu- 
tion and government, fc'or our own 
part, we conceive that in a govern- 
ment so constitutionally popular as this 
is, some deference should be paid to 
public opinion, and that a prudent 
minister ought to discover an incli- 
nation to examine into, and correct 
grievances loudly proclaimed by rthe 
voice of the people, should they be 
even trivial in a national point of 
view, or merely the effect- of irrita- 
tion and misapprehension on the part 
of the public. 

Wisdom consists in the due adapt- 
ation of means to an end ; and the 
wisdom of a statesman is equally 
shown in jielding at a proper time, 
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as by inflexible firmness at another: 
we trust that our rulers may not 
over slioot the mark, and by endeav- 
ouring to avoid culpable weakness de- 
generate into a blind and persevering 
obstinacy. 

We are led to these remarks, by 
observing an article from Kome, an- 
nouncing the abolition of the inqui- 
sition, of the temporal jurisdiction of 
the clergy, and of the right of asy- 
lum, which sheltered more than a 
thousand criminals every year in that 
state alone, from the punishment of 
the law, with many other wholesome 
regulations for that hitherto ill-go- 
verned territory. Bonaparte has thus 
conferred a boon on this portion of 
his new dominions, which will cause 
them to feel small regret for their 
late master, although tfyat master was 
the head of the Catliolic church ; and^ 
indeed, he contrives to repay those 
countries that submit to his sway, by 
removing from them that hideous 
mass of corruption which degraded 
their moral and physical characters. 
Is it possible to contemplate this 
man's conduct, whose will is his law, 
and without the most indignant feel- 
ing, contrast it with that or a govern- 
ment over the freest people on the 
face of the earth ! or hear Mm, with 
i.*:w claims on the affection or attach- 
ment of his subjects, but the splen- 
dour of his name, and a stern repub- 
lican hatred of corruption and pecu- 
lation m every department of his 
government; to hear him tell them 
tlrat he does not fear to persevere 
in reforming the secular concerns o"f 
the clergy, t6 detach them from th* 
state and bring them back to their 
original simplicity of character ; 'and 
not feel poignant regret, when the 
official guardians and administrators 
of a constitution formed for the hap 
piness of mankind, and possessing 
every claim to ' their regard, unblush- 
ingly refuse to extend its benefits to 
the nationj to rentove any of its time- 
created imperfections, or disencumber 
the church of rubbish, : which threat- 
ens to overwhelm it, from a pretend- 
ed fear that the people's attachment 
might be shaken, or the sacred edifice 
overturned! No instance has ever 
yet occurred of a government being 
eodaugered by purity of administra- 



tion, or a solicitous attention to the 
wishes and happiness of the governed. 
The accounts from Spain are not of 
a nature to induce any change in the 
opinions formerly expressed by us, as 
to the disposition and spirit of the 
" entire Spanish nation." General 
Blake's affecting relation of the dis- 
graceful behaviour of his troops, and 
the mysterious conduct of Cuesta's 
army, at the battle of Talavera, place 
their patriotism in a most suspicious, 
b.ut we fear in the real point of view. 
Sir Arthur Wellesley, after his junction 
with Cuesta, had advanced as far as 
Talavera de la Reyna, on his route 
towards Madrid, w'hen the combined 
army, or rather that portion of it under 
the command of Sir Arthur, was at- 
tacked by the French, commanded by 
Joseph Bonaparte in person, assisted 
by Jourdan, Victor, and Sebastian!, on 
the 27th of July. After repeated and 
desperate attacks by the whole French 
force on the British troops, during that 
day and night, and till the evening of 
the28tb, they retired from the field of 
battle, leaving the latter possessed of 
their original position. From the im- 
perfect maimer in which Sir Arthur's 
dispatches are given to the public, we 
are left totally in the dark as to the 
numbers of the respective armies, or 
the conduct of the Spaniards during the 
engagement ;~*-farther than this, that 
he asserts the French to have been dou- 
ble the number of his own troops, and 
leaves us to infer, that Cuesta, with 
about 40,000 men, was spectator of a 
sanguinary and unequal conflict, during 
anight and two days, without making 
a single effort for his relief, or to decide 
a victory which might have been so 
beneficial to his country. The people 
of these countries have a right to be 
made acquainted with Sir Arthur's sen- 
timents on this occasion, that they may 
know still more explicitly whether we 
are the ch rished allies of a nation 
righting for independence, or are drag- 
ging a reluctant people forward to a 
contest, about the issue of which they 
are altogether indifferent. Sir Johrt 
Moore gave us some itisight into these 
things, who, with a iarge portion of his 
army, we may say, was sacrificed to the 
too partial opinion ot the public respect- 
ing Spain ; and if Sir Arthur Welleal'ey 
coincides with him, as to the probabie 
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result of a Spanish war, the public, 
undeceived, and hopeless of attaining 
a favourite object, siiould now urge 
bis recall, and his brave companions 
in arms, and not sanction, by their 
silence, the pertinacity of ministers, 
which may lead to an equally disas- 
trous termination of this campaign. 

The only consolatory rejection ari- 
sing from the battle of Talavera, is, 
that both ofiicers and men have nobly 
sustained their own and their country's 
honour. 

Recent intelligence from America 
informs us of the universal conster- 
uation spread through that country, 
when news arrived there, that the ar- 
rangements made by Mr. Erskitie were 
disavowed by our ministry. This is 
exactly what we expected ; and even 
were conciliatory measures to be now 
adopted, which we do not hope for, 
the impression made on that people by 
our conduct would not soon be removed. 

ENGLAND. 

*' Why weeps the Muse for England? what 

appears 
In Englaud's cause <o move the muse to 

tears ? 
From side to side of her delightful isle, 
Is she not cloath'd with a perpetual smile ? 
W hereunder fleav'uis pleasure more pur- 
sued, 
Or where does cold reflection less intrude? 
All speak her happy — let the muse look 

round. 
From east to west no sorrow can be found, 
Or only what in. cottages conGu'd 
Sighs unregarded to the passing wind. 
Then wherefore weep for England, what 

appears 
In England's cause to mo"e the muse to 

tears ? 
Thy rulers load thy credit year by year, 
With sums Peruvian mines could never 

clear, 
At if tike arches built with skilful hand, 
The more 'twere press'd, the firmer it 

would stand. 
Thy senate is a scene of civil jar, 
Cnaos of contrarieties at war, 
Where sharp, and solid, phlegmatic and 

light 
Discordant atoms meet, ferment and fight, 
Where Bails of oratory thresh the floor, 
That yields them chuff, and dust, and no- 
thing more. 
Tliy lack'd inhabitants repine, complain, 
Tax'il till the brow of labour sweats in vaiu, 
War lays a harden on a reeling state, 
And Peace does nothing to relieve the 

weight; 
Successive loads succeeding broils impOiie> 



And sighing millions prophesy the close. 
If business, constant as the wheels of time. 
Can pause one hour to read a serious 

rhyme, 
If the new mail tby merchants now re- 
ceive, 
Or expectation of the next give leave. 

Oh! thine" Cowpeb, 

Such was the pathetic language 
of this justly celebrated poet upwards 
of 20 years ago, as extracted from his 
poem entitled " The L.xpostulation." 
Had he lived in the full vigour of 
his powers to behold the dreadful 
volcanic eruption from the wars which 
have arisen out of the French revo- 
lution, or had he lived to the present 
day to behold tlje national debt, of 
the weight of which he then com- 
plained, encreased more than four 
fold, in what terms would he have 
expressed his sense of the dangers of 
his country? 

In addition to the dangerous de- 
lusions which he points out, we may 
add another, the facility with which 
we suffer ourselves to be duped by 
such information as flatters our pre- 
judices. The fabricators of news in 
the public prints, more desirous to 
promote the sale of their papers by 
telling what they think wUl be pleasing 
to their readers, than to undertake 
the unwelcome task of depicting ouj- 
real situation, encourage this deceptive 
view. The current ofevents has been 
generally unfavourable, and yet the 
people have been led on, year after 
year, with false hopes, and no sooner is 
defeat confirmed, than our news-writers 
immediately fill their columns with 
vague reports, tending to raise false 
hopes, and to uluut the poignancy 
of regret for past miscarriages. These 
artifices have been so often used, it 
is astonishing that the people render 
such facile credit to the delusive day- 
dreams ; we consider this predisposition 
to credulity to be the epidemic of 
tlje day, and feel it our duty to warn 
out readers, against this proneness to 
believe well of our state even m 
opposition to the clearest demonstrations 
of conviction : 

— " A uQther tale soon shall arise, 
Anotherday salute oureyes, 
.4s smiling, and as fair as she, 
Aud make as many promises ; 
But do not thou the tale believe, 
Theyr'e sifters all, and, all deceive." 



1809.] 



Monthly Retrospect 6/ Politics. 



147 



Protected by our insular state, we 
have little to fear from the over- 
whelming influence of Bonaparte, if 
we avail ourselves of our situation 
and keep ourselves from intermeddling 
in die affairs of the Continent, and 
by wise concessions and salutary re- 
forms promote unanimity at home. 
Since the fatal 'commencement of the 
war in 1793, our interference on the 
Continent has been unfavourable to 
ourselves, and ruinous to our allies. 
Bonaparte uses other means than merely 
the power of the sword to effectuate 
his purposes. He introduces salutiry, 
reforms, and ameliorates the con- 
dition of the lower classes of the 
community. In Spain he abolishes 
the inquisition, and lessens the number 
of the convents. These alterations 
are not solely effected by his power 
as a conqueror, but as they meet 
the wishes of the people over whom 
he or his newly created kings assume 
dominion, and as they relieve them 
from former oppressions, he has a 
powerful auxiliary in their good will 
and their secret wishes for his success. 
" The universal Spanish nation" did 
not vigorously oppose him. This 
important truth was strongly impressed 
in the correspondence of the lamented 
Sir John Moore. ' For a time some 
impression was made on the public 
mind, but the effect was speedily 
obliterated by the efforts of a veual 
press seconding the popular disposition 
to be deceived, and we were again 
told of the noble struggles of Spanish 
patriotism in the cause of then* be- 
loved Ferdinand. But to those who 
are disposed to see and judge for 
themselves, this flimsy web of sophistry 
is again broken by the recent letter 
of general lilake, giving an account 
of the sh'ameful and treacherous retreat 
of the Spaniards. Sir John Moore's 
statement has thus received unwelcomed 
confirmation. At Rome Bonaparte has 
taken away the temporal power of 
the Pope, and confined him to his 
spiritual functions. He has also a- 
bolished the inquisition and the right 
of asylum, by which criminals escaped 
from the justice of the laws. It is 
most probable that a.l these alterations 
were brought about by the hearty 
consent of the people ; a few cardinals 
aud inquisitors might be dissatisfied 



with the abridgement of their power, 
butthe people," their country's pride," 
and real support, form the strong 
basis of a government, of which the 
first act was to remove the grievances of 
which they had so just cause to complain. 
It is right to receive instruction 
even from an enemy ; we confidently 
hope that if the three estates of our 
legislature would combine .with full 
heart aud hand to alleviate the burdens 
of the community, restrain the torrent 
of corruption, redress )u>X grievances, 
remove all unequal disabilities, and 
allow the people a lair representation 
in their own branch of the legislature, 
we might defy the threats of Bona- 
parte againsc us, thus rendered com- 
pletely impotent by our unanimity, 
and our consequent internal strength. 
The advocates for reform, are in our 
view the best friends to stability. 

On the yih iust. a meeting of the 
freeholders of the county of Middlesex 
was held at Hackney. Major Cart- 
wright introduced "the subject of 
pirliameiitary reform in a long ap- 
propriate speech, and concluded by 
moving resolutions in favour of it, 
which, and a petition to the house 
of commons afterwards propo>ed, 
were with very lew dissentients finally 
agreed to. He likewise proposed a 
petition to the king, but which was 
tor the present rejected. We subjoin 
the resolutions and sincerely wisl» 
that the adoption of them, or similar 
ones may become general. Many- 
sound arguments in favour of this 
most necessary reform were adduced 
by Major Cartvvright, who pointed 
out in strong terms the inconsistent 
reasoning of the Earl of Selkirk, wh<» 
in his late pamphlet has become the 
advocate of the borough-monger sys- 
tem, and showed that the rcul land- 
marks of the constitution had been 
removed by this iniquitous system 
of selling seats in parliament. Mr. 
Bentley adduced many instances of 
peculation, and the enormity of charges 
in the public accounts, which had 
arisen from the present lax system, 
and the want of vigilance in the 
house of commons not being the 
watchful guardians of the public purse. 
Among other flagrant enormities he 
mentioned a charge of 73:4. as fees 
ef office for pa>in? 10,000/. to Dr. 
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Jetmer, the Weil merited parliamentary 
remuneration for his successful labours 
in the cause of vaccination. 

In the course of the discussion, which 
took place at this meeting. Mr. Hare 
Townsend also produced the following 
statement of the charges pay&ole on 
his farm renting 160/. per annum. 

Land tax V6 8 5 

Property tax ... 31 6 4 

Poor rates 47 5 10 

Great tithes .... 39 2 6 

Little tithes .... 1 1 5 

County rate .... 10 17 3 

Church rate .... 1 13 6 



.£157 18 10 



He was lately called upon by the 
lay impropriator of the parish of 
Godalinin, for an increase of tithes. 
This he called a finishing pull, which 
by extreme tension must break the 
bow at last ; such is the present weight 
of taxation? 

It remains to be seen how far this 
example of Middlesex will be fol- 
lowed by other counties in the 
united empire ; unless the people are 
generally unanimous in their demands 
on this subject, we may be certain 
that parliament in the next session 
wit! continue to scout the idea of 
reform. 

We likewise subjoin the resolutions 
of the Common Council of the City 
of London, in which instead of re- 
tracting their former vote of thanks 
in favour of Colonel Waidle, as a 
few were desirous of doing, tbey 
have given to him additional thanks 
for his perseverance in his struggles 
against corruption. In this instance 
the efforts of the advocates for abuses 
have recoiled on themselves, and 
they have been only the unwilling 
instruments of placing additional 
honours on the brows of the man, 
who in this instance, let his demerits 
in other cases be as they may, has 
deserved well of his country. 

We understand that Colonel Wardle 
has declared his intentions of prose- 
cuting Mary Ann Clarke for perjury 
on the late trial. But in what way 
soever this event turnout, we repeat 
our former opinion, that the authen- 
ticity of the charges against the Duke 
of York is not invalidated; for they 



are not to be judged of by her 
credibility, but by the irrefragable 
collateral evidence, which came out 
in the course of the investigation. 

It is a curious subject of inquiry 
by what means this noted Jady has 
now become an agent in the hands 
of the opposite party and has in- 
dustriously been used by the anti- 
reformers as an engine in their cause. 
When the subject of the bargain 
she made for the suppression of her 
book is. more fully developed, it may 
probably he found, that her late 
conduct is in conformity to the en- 
gagement she then entered into, and 
forms a part of the services, for which, 
and for the suppression of her "family 
secrets," it is said by annuities and 
otherwise, she has received the en- 
ormous sum of 20,000/.— She has thus 
extorted from the fears, and the 
party views of some, a much larger 
sum than she claimed as an act of 
justice. 

We are told that a reconciliation 
has taken place among the junior 
members of the royal family and as 
the seal of reconciliation, the Prince 
of Wales at a dinner which he gave 
at Brighton, in honour of his birth 
day, when Colonel Fttzpatrick, Richard 
B. Sheridan and other members of 
parliament were present, gave the 
health of the Duke of York, with the 
following curious addition, — " May the 
army never have a less able pmmander 
in chief, nor the old soldier a worse 
friend." But we trust the people will 
not be led aside to forget the glaring 
corruptions which lately forced them- 
selves into notice in the army de- 
partment, nor be led to pardon or 
palliate meretricious influence in pro- 
curing commissions. 

As a nation we appear to be rapidly 
adopting a military character. Among 
the mercantile .classes, conversation 
assumes a military tone, and the dis- 
cussion of politics seems narrowing 
to one point, the praise of military 
heroism, to the exclusion of the more 
appropriate business of the peaceful 
citizen watching with constitutional 
jealousy the schemes of the politician. 
'' Things as they are," and " Peace in 
our day," as a mean for indulging in 
the wonted luxuries, are the pre- 
vailing accents, and with toasting the 
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healths or the memories of military 
or naval commanders form a large 
portion of modern convivial conver 
sation. But' is this what the times 
require? The approaching crisis re- 
quires thebracing o> a sterner morality, 
to escape the wnirlwind, which has 
swept away so many old establish- 
ments on the Continent. We deprecate 
our nation becoming totally military, 
and all the train of evils consequent 
on such an order of things. Let us 
rather study the arts of peace, by se- 
curing ourselves by wise precautionary 
regulations in our domestic situation ; 
and giving all a common interest in 
the general weal. By such a line of 
procedure, and by becoming practical 
reforming politicians, and not military 
talkers, is the security of the united 
empire most likely to be effected. 
Radical reform, both economical and 
political is our best protection against 
the overwhelming legions of France, 
and to this yet untried source of strength, 
we wish especially to be the instru- 
ments of turning the public attention. 

SCOTLAND. 

At Paisley, as well as at some places 
in England, riots have taken place 
among the local militia, borne of the 
rioters at Paisley were taken up, and 
sentenced to be whipped— but in the 
execution of this sentence the officers 
were attacked by a number of wo- 
men, and compelled to retreat. The 
present state of Europe being forced 
to assume so much of the miliary 
character, gives room to portentous 
forebodings that military riots may 
often be dreaded. 

IRELAND. 

Sedulously attentive to the concerns 
of our native isle, and to the rise and 
fall of public spirit on the scale of the 
political thermometer, we congratu- 
late out country on the conduct of- the 
Associate Anti Burgher Synod of Se- 
ceders in Ireland, at their meeting held 
lately in Belfast. A question was pro- 
posed, whether if the regium donuro 
were offered to them, coupled with 
the plan of classification, and other ob- 
noxious terms, it would be right of 
them to accept of it } The question 
was unanimously determined in the 
negative. We think they are entitled 
to- the thanks of their country for this 
instance of self-denial, more especially 

BELFAST MAG. NO. Xllt. 



as we understand the present incomes 
of many of tnem are extremely li- 
mit. d, and in several instances, less 
than the amount expected to be con- 
ferred by the allowance from govern- 
ment. A people imbued with the 
principles of freedom tend to make 
a priesthood of a similar cast, as an 
enlightened and \ irtuous people would 
compel tiie government to display the 
like qualities : for in all cases both in 
churches and states, the rulers may be 
considered as marking the index of the 
state of. public opinion, the influence 
of which for any long continuance, 
they are unable to resist. 

the cause of favouritism in the 
county of Armagh has lately received 
a severe check, by the trial and exe- 
cution of Alexander Bell, an account 
of which is given from an authentic 
source among the domestic occur- 
rences of this month. The judge (Ba- 
ron M'Clelland) who presided at the 
trial, reprooated in strong terms, the 
permitting of so a'ro ious an offender 
to continue unpunished for upwards of 
three years. We trust that this in- 
stance of even-handed justice, though 
so dreadful in its stroke, will 
have the effect ot allaying the party 
feuds which have so long distracted 
the county of Armagh, and which, to 
its pre eminent disgrace, first origi- 
nated there, and have since been che- 
rished by many to the present day. 
The event of tiiis irial will, we trust, 
eive confidence to the one party, that 
they may reasonably look tor the pro- 
tect ion ol equal law-, equitably ttdmi- 
niscered, and that Lie otner party will 
be convinced, that the power of fa- 
vouritism, or party influence, will 
not be atiie to protect them ii. the 
violation of the laws. Government 
resisted an application to have the sen- 
tence change. i into transportation tor 
life, from a conviction, that it wa^ ne- 
cessary, by a severe exa i.p.e, to en- 
force the due and impartial administra- 
tion of the laws in that county. 

We hear, that at Omagh, some se- 
rious disturbances hive lately taken 
place between some Yeomen „nd 
Orangemen, and a party of the King's 
county militia, which afford aiuu.ier 
proof of the angers to be appre- 
hende.i from tiie prevailing increase of 
a military system pervading so large a 
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portion of our population. In the pre- 
sent instance, this tendency to danger 
was still farther increased by the highly 
injudicious stimulus of party politics. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders of the county of 
Middlesex, held at Hackney ort ike 9th iast. 

It WAS RESOtVEDi 

That in a petition presented to, and enter- 
ed on the Journals of the House of Com- 
mons on the 6th of May* 1 793i i t was aver- 
red, and offered to he proved at the bar, 
"that 154 individuals (Peers and others) 
did, bv their own authority, appointor 
procure the return of 307 members of that 
house (exclusive Of those from Scotland) 
who were thus enabled to decide all ques- 
tions in the name of the whole people of 
Great Britain." 

That in a report lately presented to the 
said House, it appears that a large pro- 
portion of the members thereof are place- 
men and pensioners, dependant on the 
crown. 

That in a petition presented to the said 
Mousey anrl entered on its Journals, on the 
9th of December, 1190, k was averred, 
that "seats therein were as notoriously 
rented and bought as the standings for 
eattle at a fair," which assertion Was then 
resented in that house as "scandalous and 
libellous." But when Lord Castlereagh 
Was, on the 1 lth of May last; accused of 
having sold a scat, he was screened from 
punishment on the plea of the extreme 
notoriety of the practice) a practice which 
various of its members unblushingly justi- 
fied. 

That When seats in the Commons-hobse 
of Parliament are bought and sold, the 
people, their lavvsand liberties, are bought 
aud sold. 

Thai; while these 6orrUpttons continue to 
exist, the people are deprived of their laiv- 
ful shale of the government, by repre- 
sentation in the Comrfions-house of par- 
liament, which share has been usurped by 
a -corrupt and unconstitutional oligar- 
chy »f borough-mongers. 

That Hefoimon constitutional principles 
encourages to hope that the expenses* 
disorders and tumults attending elections 
would be avoided— the rights and liberties 
of the people secured"-*-taxes reduced-*-the 
unequal and grievous impositions of the 
property tax removed - , and future burthens 
prevented, corruption then would be no 
longer necessary* much less avowed to 
be necessary for the administration of pub- 
lic affairs. 

That the king and his people have bat 



one interest, but borough-mongers hare 
an interest separate from eactij and ini- 
mical to both, and as a complete Reform 
in the representation, is the only means 
of destroying the corrupt influence of the 
latter, so it is particularly requisite in 
these times for the preservation of both 
king and people. 

That the thanksof this meeting be given 
to Sir P. Burdett, bart. for calling on the 
house to take into consideration the neces- 
sity of Reform In the representation ; that 
he be requested to renew his motion early 
in the next session* And that we recom- 
mend to counties, citiesj large towns, and 
boroughs, to press the subject oh the at- 
tention of the house of commons, by res* 
pectfui and earnest petitions; 

It was moved and seconded that a peti- 
tion be presented to the honourable House 
of Commons, which petition having been 
read and agreed to, it was resolved — 

That the petition now read be signed 
bythe sheriffs and freeholders, and deliver- 
ed to George Byng, esq. to be presented 
to the house. 

That George Byng, esq. and William 
Mellish, esq. our representatives' in par- 
liament, are hereby instructed to support 
the same. 

That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to George Byng, esq. one of our represen- 
tatives, for his general conduct in parlia- 
ment/ and for his efforts in favour of a 
constitutional reform in the representa* 
tion. — (carried unanimously.) 

That the Thanks of this meeting be 
given to Joshua Jonathan Smith, esq. and 
Claudius Stephen Hunter, esq. the high* 
slieriffof the county, for their attention 
to the freeholders, in so promptly calling 
this meeting, and for their impartial con* 
dudt in tlie chair this day-**{ carried una- 
nimously.) 

That an address to his Majesty be now 
read and considered. 

The address to the king having been 
read j 

It was resolved, 

That this court having already deter- 
mined to present a petition to the House of 
Commons* an j» further petition or address 
is at present unnecessary. 

That the above resolutions be signed by 
the sheriff, and published irr the news- 
papers. 

J. J. Smyth, 1 .. ._ 

Clabdios S. Hunt 2 r, J Sber,ff - 

That the thanks of this meeting be given 

to Major Cartwright, for his perseverance 

and ability in the cause of pajliamentary 

reform, 



